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Past cards .. ~·-
Post-card collecti ng was at the height of popula rity when 
Volney McFadden. AB '13. 
LLB ' 14. came 10 MU. People 
throughoul the United States and 
Europe were sending mi llion s of post 
c:irds a day during what was called 
the golden age of post cards. Mc Fad-
Postal notes from the past 
In spite of bulky cameras, student photographers in 
the early 1900s documented Campus Hfe mh as the 
Moy Doy Celebration, freshmen initiation, the 
burningoftheMechanicolArtsbuildingondpep 
ralliesattheColumns.Althoughsomeofthese 
valuable pieces of MU historyconbefoundon 
Campus, the majority of these cards ore undoubtedly 
tucked awoy as keepsakes in attics and closets. 
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den, along with three other student 
photographers, Siegel Mayer. BJ 
'13, Amoe Finley. BS EE '16. and 
Ervin L. Ocker. BS Engr '20, took 
advantage of this entrepreneurial 
opportunity by printing their views 
of Campus life on postcnrds and se ll -
ing lhcm to fellow students. 
The best-documented collection 
on Campus is located in University 
Archives. where McFadden's photo 
albums arc kepi. He donated them to 
the MU Alumni Association in 1953. 
Besides showing pictures o f footba ll 
games. pep rallies, student stunts and 
special days, one photo shows equ ip-
ment McFadden used to print 1.000 
post cards an hour. Anot her shows a 
booth at a student event. where his 
post cards were be ing sold. 
McFadden's col lect ion contain s 
many views of freshmen. oflen with 
one pant leg rolled up and wearing a 
beanie, getting paddled or making a 
mock marriage pro1>0sal to a woman 
wit h a group of other st udents in at -
tendance. These scenes. along with 
the signs posted around C•unpus tell-
ing the rules sophomores had set for 
fres hmen, were promptly made into 
1>0st cards and sent home to swect-
hean s and parents. 
T imeliness is one commodity stu-dent photographers had to sell. 
Whe n the Mec han ical Arts 
Building burned March 24. 1911. 
Mayer must not have gotten much 
sleep. On a message written on one of 
hi s po~ I cards. a student named J. 
Locke wrote to his mother, "This is 
a photo of the Mec hanics An s Build-
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ing which burned here last night 
about 2 o'clock. It was an awfully 
fierce fire and if there had been any 
wind several other buildings would 
doubtless have gone. Campus was all 
lighted up. ""Thiscard is just one from 
the collection of Trenton Boyd. BS 
Ag '66, MA '68. A librnrian m the 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Boyd has 1.050 cards of MU. Some 
of his 25.000 poMcard collection has 
been used in four history books. 
Since Mayer"s brother and three 
sisters also attended MU, his parcnb 
received many post cards. Some of 
these cards are found in Boyd'<; col-
lee! ion and the collection of Chancel-
lor Haskell Monroe. who has col· 
lec1ed 586 Miu.ou post cards since 
he came 10 MU in 1987. Monroe 
collects post cards of the areas in 
which he lives. 
Imagine the worry the Mayers 
must have felt when they received 
the message from Belle Mayer. AB 
Ed ' 14, Siegel's sister. on May 17. 
191 1, ··My vaccination is taking and 
my ann is pretty sore. I've been over 
to the hospital three times thi~ week 
to get it dre,..cd. I have co go tomor-
row again. Can't hardlydo:mything. 
it 's-..osore .. l guess you heard that 
the YMCA was quarantined ycstcr· 
day. A report is out that the university 
is to be closed in a day or two, but I 
guess it's all talk. It's getting prcuy 
b;:id here now, small pox is spreading 
like everything. They'll soon have to 
quarantine the town and then we will 
be in a nice fix." But the YMCA 
quamntine didn't stop the post card 
business. McFadden, who lived 
there, made a pos1 card of the stu-
dents who were quarantined. 
Bui mo~t students used Mizzou 
post cards to relate age-old studenc 
problems to people ac home. Finding 
a place 10 live, keeping wann in the 
winter and cool in 1he summer. get· 
ting good gr:ides. finding time 10 
study and 1hanking people for food 
and clothing packages from home 
were all concerns expressed 011 the 
back of Mizzou cards made either by 
1he student photographers or hand· 
colored professionally crafted cards. 
Certain cards have remained 
IXlpularwithstudents throughoutthe 
yeurs. The message on the back of an 
80-year-old post card oftheColumns 
from Monroe 'scol lection could have 
been writ1en by a student today. 
"They look very preuy on the cam· 
pus and ure loved dearly by all stu· 
dentsofM.U." 
"\Vithou1 n doub1, che cnrd you 
find the most is a view of che Col· 
umns," says Boyd. Af1er the Col-
umns come Jesse Hal I und Memorial 
Union. agrees Monroe. 
While the student photogra· phers were successful in pre· 
serving scenes of Campus 
life. they fou nd careers in other 
fields. McFudden. who died in 1970 
al age 82. was an ~momey with the 
Veterans Administration in 
Brooklyn, N.Y .. and held chc office 
of president ofhis local chapcerofthe 
MU Alumni Association. Mayer. 
who died in 1952 111 age 61, was 
advertis ing manager of the 
Marshfield (Wis.) News-Herald and 
vice-presidem of the News Publish· 
ing Co. Finley, who died in 1973 nl 
age 89, was an engineer with the 
Missouri Public Service Commis· 
sion in St. Louis. He served as presi· 
dcm of the Engineering chapter of 
the MU Alumni Association. Ocker, 
who died in 1965 al age 71. was an 
ucoustical engineer undafuneraldi· 
rector and vice president of the 13ci· 
derwieden Funeral Home Inc. in St. 
Louis. Iii 
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